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REPORT, Ge. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN. | 


Is purſuance of the following reſolution, paſſed on . 

Thurſday, 6th March, 1794.—viz.—REzsoLveD, 
That the following members be a committee, to take 
from the minute book a brief ſtatement of the origi- 
nal inſtitution of this Aſſociation, the general and 
| bye-laws, and a liſt of the preſent members, in 
order to have them printed for the uſe of the mem. 
bers, and information of others, viz, Rev. G. Horan, | 

Mr. Watſon, ſen. Rev. G. Graydon, Hugh Skeys, 
Eſq. Rev. James Maxwell, John Macaulay, Eſq. 
| and General Straton. Your committee have appli- 
ed themſelves to the accompliſhment of the buſineſs 
with which they were entruſted, and report 9 — 
this day the extracts which they have formed. They 


bave declined making any obſervations, however 


ample the field, and pleaſing ſuch an exerciſe, on 
the humanity and wiſdom of this inſtitution, or the 
benefits that muſt enſue to individuals arid the com- 
munity at large from its ſucceſs. Theſe motives and 
benefits have been moſt truly and impreſſively diſ- 
ani in the able productions of our worthy mem- 

bers the Rey. Mr. Graves and the Rev. Doctor 
[Le A2 Burrowes; 


3 


Burrowes; we therefore haſten to diſcharge the duty 
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The Aſſociation for diſcountenancing Vice and 
promoting the Practice of Virtue and Religion, 


commenced on the gth of Oftober, 1792, conſiſting 
of three members only, and the motives of their 
aſſociating they declared in their firſt reſolution as 


follows: 


_ Rxs0LveD, That the rapid progreſs which ink. 
delity and immorality are making throughout the 
kingdom, calls loudly on every individual both of 
the clergy and laity, who has at heart the welfare of 
his country or the honor of God, to exert all his 


powers to ſtem the baneful torrent. But, as many 
may be diſheartened by conſidering the impotence 
of ſeparate attempts to difcountenance vice and 


promote the cauſe of religion and piety, it appears 


to us adviſable to aſſociate for that laudable pnrpoſe. 


They farther reſolved on holding their meetings 
weekly or oftener if neceſſary; that one perſon 
ſhould be choſen to prefide during that meeting (1); 
that a ſecretary be choſen to take minutes of the 
proceedings; that the neceſſary expences of the 
Aﬀociation ſhould be ſupported by voluntary con- 
tributions of the members, and ſuch other perſons 
as may be willing to advance the purpoſes of the 
inſtitution; and that the following ſhould be the ſub- 


Ras of their future diſcuſſion. 


The religious education of the riſing generation 
by parents, ſchool-maſters, and others. The bl 


means of promoting a regular and conſcientious 


attendance upon public worſhip and the holy com- 
munion. How to reſtore the practice of family 


prayer. How moſt effeQually to prevent antempe- , 


"> (8 of 1 e 
+ + _ (1) Vide third bye. law reſpecting the preſident. 
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rance in all ranks of men. How to diſcourage 
luxury, diſſipation, and extravagance in the upper 
and middle claſſes, both of males and females. 
How to prevent prophane curſing and ſwearing, and 
particularly the horrid. crime; of perjury. What 
may be the beſt means of enforcing the laws in 
being againſt immorality, and whether it may be 
expedieutj to ſolicit afiy, and what further laws for 
the ſame purpoſe. The beſt means of promoting 
honeſty and induſtry, and of diſcouraging idlenels 
and beggary. How the real neceſſitous may be moſt 
effectually relieved ; and, in a word, whatever may 
conduce to the temporal and eternal welfare of the 
public.—Such were the origin and motives of this 
humane and patriotie Aſſociation, and ſuch the ob- 
jecis to which its deliberations were to be applied, 
and to the promoting of which the zeal and ability 
of its members individually and collectively were 
pledged. Their proceedings were regulated for 
ſome time by detached and occaſional reſolutions; at 
elent they are governed by the following bye- 
The Laws regulating the proceedings of the 

ASSOCIATION. 8 
Every board muſt conſiſt of five members at leaſt. 
Every committee muſt confiſt of three members at 

leaſt, and all members who attend ſhall be of it. 

te £ 3.4 . : 2 
Ihe fifth member Wah, to a board ſhall be pre- 
dent for that meeting, unleſs the members preſent 

{hall determine otherwiſe. : 0 
5 | *-+ >" EMO 
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A The third member coming t to a committee ſhall be 


chairman for. that meeting, unleſs the —  pre- 
1 25 ſhall determine otherwiſe. 


4 N 
* * - 
” * * 
RAN . * 
8 Y : 
ONS Fees” 1 


From the time of the- arefident s or Chairman's 
raking the chair, no ſubje& ſhall be diſcuſſed pub. 
15 or privately, but what directly tends to — 

buſineſs of the day, until the W has been 


1 TR" ad . 


VI. 


The 8 in * taking the chair, 
| and before any buſineſs _— be admitted, ſhall 
cauſe prayers ta be read by the junior cle 
preſent, or if no clergyman 22 preſent, he ſhall read 
them himſelf. He mal then cauſe the proceedings, 
ſigned by the preſident of the foregoing board, to 
be read by the ſecretary while he compares then 
with a copy of them in the fair book, and if he find 
them agree on ſhall ſign the copy. 


VII. g 
When an Wt ak ſpeaks he ſhall addreſs the 
6355 and hs other members ſhall be filent. 
VII. 


When two or more offer to 1 at the ſame 


time, the preſident or chairman ſhall determine who 
| thall ſpeak firſt. | 


"IL: 


If, while a any abject i is in ie any member 
u 


ſpeak to new buſineſs, the preſident or chairman 
- ſhall call him to order.. E | 


No 


67 


e „ 
No queſtion ſhall be put on any motion unleſs i it 
be committed to Oy and N 2 
TR. 


Neither the n or chairman cell have any 
| wind on any queſtion except in ballotting, unleſs = 
votes of he other members preſent ' be 
which caſe he ſhall * the e RY a caſt 


ing v vote. e 
XII. 


When any reſolution ſhall. * paſſed, it ſhall 
be ſubſcribed by. the preſident with the. initials of 


bis name, and be en ay A in n _ IE 


| has paſſed. 
ne XIII. 


| The preſident or chairman ſhall not leave the 

chair without permiſſion, until the Os or com- 

mier be regularly adjourned. 8 
XIV. 

| The ſubjeAs to be diſcuſſed by he Aſſociation ſhall 

be as follow : viz. The religious education, Re. 

ke. &c. as beſore mentioned in p. 4. 


*L'V- 


All the members ſhall have an equal right of 85 
bating and determining every queſtion. 


XVI. 


| All the members are expected to attend as often 
as they can, 'and when abſent communicate in writ- 
ing to the ſecretary whatever they may learn from 


their N reading, or other information 
which 


e 
which may appear to them conducive to the ende 
of this inſtitution (1). 

p TSS 2 : XVII. a 


No motion ſhall be paſſed into a reſolution on the 
day it is propoſed, unleſs it be unanimouſly agreed 
to, if on the ſecond day of diſcuſſing: there ſhall he 
a difference of opinion, it ſhall be poſtponed to the 
ſacceeding. meeting, the motion ſhall be mentioned 
in the ſummonſes for that meeting, and it ſhall then 
be finally determined by a majority of votes. 
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Upon the appointment of any committee, the 


member who has made the motion committed ſhall 
conſider himſelf as particularly bound to procure 
the attendance of the committee, previous to the 
next meeting of the Aſſociation. | 


Wben any eſſay is approved of by the Aſſocia. 
tion for publication, a committee of three ſhall be ap. 
pointed to prepare it for the preſs, with the conſent 
of the author, if known, and to ſelect ſuch anec- 
dotes from hiſtory and biography as may be illuſ- 
trative of the ſubject, which if approved of by the 
Aſſociation ſhall: be annexed in notes or appen- 
dix to the eſſay, and printed with it as from the 
editor (2). „% 


(1) All members reſiding in the kingdom are conſidered as 
attending members, ſuch as do not generally reſide are ſtil 
honorary members. „ 


1 Gi ti js <1 
(2) By a reſolution of 3d of April, 1794, a liſt of puhli 
tions by the Aſſociatlon is to be printed, one to be hung up! 


the board room, and one diſtributed to each member. 75 
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929 
A ſecretary and treaſurer ſhall be appointed by 
ballot on the firſt Thurſday in _ February, | 
when in order to make the election, twelve members 
muſt vote; the ſecretary and treaſurer elected ſhall 
continue in office one year, on the expiration of 
which the accounts of the treafurer ſhall be audĩited; 
in caſe , of the death, reſignation, or removal of 
ſecretary or treaſurer, the buſineſs of the vacated 


office ſhall devolve upon the other until a ſucceſlor 


is elected, which ſhall be done by ballot on the firſt 
Thurſday in the ſucceeding month; notices of the 
election ſhall be given in the ſummonſes for that 
meeting, twelve members at leaſt ſhall vote, and a 

majority of votes ſhall determine. 68 855 

No compoſition whatever ſhall be printed by this 
Aſſociation, until referred to a committee of three, 
to be by them approved, and confirmed by the 
4 hh HS + 4 


If any ſubjects be introduced for diſcuſſion at any 
meeting of the Aſſociation without previous notice 
having been given thereof, aud any member ſhall 
object to its being then debated, all debate thereon 
ſhall immediately ceaſe, and the motion ſhall lie 
over to the next meeting, when it ſhall be in the 
order of the day, and be determined according to 
the rule of the 17th bye- law. 35 
4 XXIII ; : 
The following mode of ballotting ſhall be 
adopted, viz. The names and places of abode of 
each candidate, together with the names of pro- 
poſer and ſeconder ſhall be hung up in a conſpi- 

| 1 -  cuous 


1 ©). 


. cuous place 1n the board room; and one board. 
day at leaſt ſhall intervene between the da 


of propoſing and the day of ballotting ; at leait 


fifteen members ſhall ballot to make an election, 
and one negative in ſeven ſhall exclude; the ballot 
ſhall commence as ſoon as prayers are ended, and 
conclude ins one hour provided fifteen ſhall have 


5 ballotted; proper boxes ſhall be provided, with P 


drawers to each for ballotting ; white beans on 
ſhall be-uſed in balloting; an the balloting ron 
two members then preſent ſhall be appointed to 1 
down the names of ſuch members as ballot (1); 


only one perſon ſhall ballot at a time; a — 
may decline ballotting for one or more 'of the can. 


didates if he chuſes, provided he notify his inten- 
tion to the perſons taking down the names, ſo a 
to prevent any miſtake in the number of beans; the 
members appointed to 'take down the names ſhall, 

revious to the commencement of the ballot; and 


in preſence of the preſident, examine the drawers 


and fee that they are empty, and ſhall afterwards 


lock them and deliver the keys to the preſident; on 


the preſident's declaring that the hour for balloting 
has expired, the perſons who have taken down the 
names ſhall bring the boxes to him, and give in the 
liſt of the names of the members who have halloted, 
properly numbered, on which the preſident ſhall de- 


clare the number of members who have allotted, 
together with any obſervations which may have been 


made by the members eee to write down tbe 
names; the preſident ſhall then examine the drawers 


and reckon the beans in each drawer, beginning with 


the name firſt on the liſt, and proceeding with the 
other names as they follow ; ich candidate ſhall be 
declared by the prefident to be admitted or rejected, 
according. H the number of beans. which he ſhall 


1 in the * drawers, TIER to the rules 


above 
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61) vide ao * 
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( 11 ) 
above mentioned. The preſident ſhall compare 
te number of ayzs and noes in each box, (added to- 

ether) with the number of members who ſhall 
Love ballotted; and in cafe the numbers ſhall differ, 
the ballot for that candidate ſhall be declared by 
him to be null and void. No perſon who has been 
once rejected ſhall be ballotted for again for twelve 
months; and after a ſecond rejection no perſon can 
become a member of this Aſſociation. The name 
of each candidate, together with the names of the 
| members who propoſe and ſecond him, ſhall be en- 
tered in a book kept for that purpoſe by the ſecretary, 
and regularly dated; the candidates are to be bal- 
Toted for in regular ſucceſſion, as they appear on the 
| face of the book; but not more than fix to be bal- 
loted for on any one day. Six proper ballotting 
boxes ſhall be immediately provided, with two 
22 to each, for the above purpoſe; no candi- 
date ſhall be withdrawn after the balloting has com- 
If any member ſhall notify an intention of bring- 
ing forward a motion on the ſucceeding Thurſday, 
ſuch motion ſhall have precedence of any unnotified 


4 — 


motion. 5 


5 The fixth and ſeventh members who enter the 
om ſhal e onduct the ballot of the da. 


XVI. 


The bye. laws ſhall be read by the ſecretary on the 
5 | laaſt 


_ (3) By a reſolution of aoth June, 1793, when any perſon is 
applied to by unanimous deſire of the Aſſociation to become a 
member, and ſignifies his or her conſent, he or ſhe ſhall be en- 

| Tolled as a member without any ballot. © 


35 4 
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1 2. POS 
ceeding. 


Such are the laws by which the Aſſociation direds 
its proceedings. With reſpect to the actual ac. 
comphſhment of the highly intereſtiug objects of 
moral and religious reformation which engage the 
attention of the members of this ſociety, they expett 
its attainment only from, the purity and reaſonable- 
neſs of the principles which they recommend, anda 
calm attention to the advantages which experience 
has manifeſtly evinced to have ever reſulted from 
their practice. The Aſſociation wields not the 
ſword of magiſtracy, nor does it poſſeſs any compul- 
five terrors; it preſumes not abruptly to obtrude 
even its counſels on ſforieties or individuals. Its in- 
fluence in reſtoring decayed piety, and re-eſtabliſhing 
that rectitude of manners, from whence this nation 
has evidently fallen, is meant to be conveyed in ac- 
cents of temperate and affectionate admonition, not 


in tones of authority and reproach. From the 2 
| * TE 
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.) By a reſolution of 2oth July, 1793 the proceedings of 
the Nieden for the preceding three months ſhall be read, 
_ together with the bye-laws, and an abſtract of them ſhall be 

printed at the end of every year. All members to be partic 


larly ſummoned on thoſe oecaſions. 


rg. 
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of ſuck executive powers, there may ariſe in the 
minds of ſome who contemplate our proceedings, 
objections to the ſeeming inactivity of our progreſs, 
and precipitate imputations on us as merely an aſſem- 
bly of deliberating theoriſts and not actors. In 
order therefore to remove this objection where made, 
and to prevent it where not formed, your committee 
have briefly ſelected, and placetl under view the 
incipal objects which the Aſſociation bave already 


bro 


ht to ſome effect, thoſe which they attempted 
but hitherto without. ſucceſs, and thoſe that are at 
preſent in progrels. FM HSE GD IT IAG „E 


Objects of the Aſſociation brought to ſome 
r DST 
Ihe religious education of children by the annual 
examination in the principles of the Chriſtian religion, 
of the ſele& children of the public charitable inſti- 
| tutions in the metropolis and its environs, and the 
adjudgment of premiums to the beſt anſwerers. (1) 
The diffuſion of religious knowledge by the 
diſtribution of 650 quarto bibles, (2) and the pub- 
lication of about 40,000 religious and moral tracts 
for gratuitous diſperſion. The due obſervance of the 
ſabbath, through the influence of the archbiſhop of 
Dublin directing ſermons on that ſubjeR to be preach- 
ed annually in all the churches of the metropolis, 
and his Grace's dioceſes, and by the extenſion of 
the ſame practice tkroughout the kingdom, in conſe- 
quence of the recommendation of the other Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops to their reſpective clergy. 
The due obſervance of Good Friday in the metro- 
| hs by” polis, 
| (1) See report of committee for conducting theſe examina- 
tions. 5 
(2) Theſe bibles were obtained by the co-operation of the 
ſociety for promoting Chriſtian knowledge, at an expence to the 
funds of the Aſſociation of 135“. 86. 4d. to reduce the price of 
each to the diſtributor to 25, 84d. . 1 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tion of thoſe narratives of intrigues and ſeductios, 


prints and pictures, which ſo directly tended to 


preaching and publication of a ſermon by one of 
The publication of forms of family prayer adapted 


to different ranks of ſociety, and an exhortation to 


Objects attempted, but as yet without ſucceſs. 


Aſſociation expreſs their acknowledgments to the printers and 


ES. 
is; annuall recommended by © proclamation of 
— Lord — and in other . kingdom 
by the exertions of members who are magiſtrates. 
The reform of the criminal poor, by an inſtitution 
eſtabliſhed under the auſpices of the Aſſociation, 
ſimilar to that of the Philanthropic ſociety of London. 
The education of the children of fuch ſoldiers 
in the garriſon of Dublin as ſhall not be able to pay 
for ſueh inſtruction, by a grant of 20l. per annum 
to a ſchool- maſter: The diſſuaſion of the publics | 


denominated tete a-tetes in the monthly magazines; 
and of the exhibition in ſnop windows of obſcene 


vitiate the morals of youth (1). The annual 


their members, explaining the motives and objects 
of the Aſſociation, together with the benefits which 
muſt neceſſarily enſue from the general practice of 
the virtues which it recommends, and the diſcoun- 
tenance of the vices and follies which it diſſuades. 


the practice of that moſt incumbent Chriſtian | 


—_— 
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The ſuppreſſion of lotteries; the diſcontinuance 
of the Promenade at the Rotunda on the Lord's 


— — e, A3 


Objeas 


220 wy ». 


. (1) Although there ay exiſting laws that prohibit under 2 
penalty, ſuch immodeſt publications and exhibitions, yet the 


print ſellers, who complied with their requeſt to ſuppreſs them. 


( 1s ) 
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Objects in a ſtate of progreſs. bo 


An annual examination in the principles of the. 25 
Chriſtian religion of the children of pariſbioners in 
their reſpective pariſh churches, without the admiſ- 
ſion of the children of any charitable ſeminary n 
thoſe occaſions, and the donation of premiums to the 
beſt anſwerers. Explanations! of the chureh-cate- 
chiſm ſuited to different ages. The moſt likely 
means of promoting a more familiar, and oonſequent- 
ly, edifying intercourſe between the elergy and laity. 

The preaching of aſſize ſermons, conformably to 
the cuſtom in England, before the Judges, in each 

| Town4n which they ſhall happen tobe of a Sunday, 
in order, if poſſible, to impreſs a due reſpe& to the 
obligation of ſolemn oaths; and to deter from the 

; horrid crime of perjury. The beſt means of eſta- 
bliſhing meetings of fuch of our country members, 
whoſe reſidence may be contiguous, for the purpoſe 
of uniting their efforts. for putting into eſſect the 
objects of this inſtitution in their reſpective diſtricts, 
and of communicating to us the reſult of their en- 
deavours, with ſuch obſervations as they may think 
uſeful. The prohibition of the ſale of ſpirituous 
liquors for the entire of the Lord's day. The pur- 
chaſe of 5000 large octavo bibles, with marginal 

| references, for diſtribution amongſt the poor, at the 

reduced-price of 35. 3d. each, in which the Aſſoci- 
ation have been aided by the liberal donation of 

ol. from an unknown BenefaQor, and for the com- 

pletion of which they rely on the aſſiſtance of every 

true friend to the religion, reputation, and proſpe- 
rity of their country. A proviſion, by act of 
parliament, ſimilar to one in England, for the re- 
gulation and education of the apprentices of chimney- 
ſweepers. e 


- which it has - obtained, by the liberal donation of the } 


of ſociety is principally founded, we confidently Þ 


| ( 16 ) | J 
From, this fimple ſtatement of only the principal 7 


operations of this ſociety during the ſpace of two | 
years and five months fince its commencement, ſo 


far from having cauſe to lament the tardineſs of it: 


pace, it being ſtill in reality but an infant inſtitu- 
tion, it has, in dur humble opinion, matter for re. 


 Joicing at its progreſs, and cauſe of gratitude to the 
Divine Being, to whoſe influence alone it muſt aſcribe 7 
the advances which it has made, and the guidance 


of that zeal, which in ſuch peculiarly intereſting ob. 


jects of purſuit, if governed by human wiſdom only, 1 
might have defeated the ends in view. i 


Your committee cannot now think of terminating | 
their report, without congratulating the Aflociation 
on the recent acceſſion of ſtrength and influence 


Earl and Counteſs FITZz WILLIAM to our funds, and } 
by the condeſcending mark of his Excellency's ap. } 
probation of our inſtitution; by voluntarily f 
ing its Preſident. From his Lordſhip's well-known 2? 
principles and zeal in promoting every object of 
Chriſtian faith and practice, on which the happineſs 7 


look forward to the ſupport and extenſion of our | 


8 e I 
5 G. HORAN, CHAIRMAN. | 


